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A religious man would rather get smallpox a thousand times or 
die an early death than take such blood.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-6-1913

82. TELEGRAM TO GOVERLfOR-GENERAL

Johannesburg,
June 16, 1913

His Excellency Lord Gladstone 
[Governor-General

Pretoria]
VIEW PASSAGE IMMIGRATION BILL PARLIAMENT, MY AS
SOCIATION WOULD RESPECTFULLY DRAW YOUR EXCELLENCY’S

TO CARRY OUT THE

ATTENTION TO FOLLOWING OBJECTIONS BILL FROM STAND

POINT INDIAN COMMUNITY. BILL FAILS

PROVISIONAL SE'ITLEMENT IN THAT CONTRARY TO THAT

SETTLEMENT IT TAKES AWAY EXISTING RIGHTS. IT RESTRICTS

RIGHT APPEAL SUPREME COURT PRESENTLY EXISTING IT

DEPRIVES INDIANS RESIDENT NATAL OF FACILITY PRESENTLY

ENJOYED, 

STRENGTH

REENTER THAT PROVINCE AFTER ABSENCE ON

OF THREE years’ PREVIOUS RESIDENCE, WHILE 

INDENTURED INDIANS WHO HAVE PAID £3 TAX MAY NOT 

UNDER BILL BE ALLOWED CLAIM RIGHT RESIDENCE THAT

PROVINCE IT TAKES AWAY RIGHT SOUTH AFRICA-BORN

INDIANS ENTER CAPE UNDER ITS EXISTING STATUTE. FREE

STATE DIFFICULTY REMAINS AS BEFORE IN THAT DECLARATION

REQJJIRED FROM EDUCATED INDIAN IMMIGRANT WHICH WOULD 

NOT BE REQUIRED FROM ANY OTHER IMMIGRANT AS IMMI- 

ASSOCIATION THEREFORE EARNESTLY PRAYS YOURGRANT. MY

EXCELLENCY

RECURRENCE

WITHHOLD SANCTION BILL, 

PAINFUL STRUGGLE WITH ALL

TO AND SO OBVIATE

SUFFERING, AND SACRIFICE FOR COMMUNITY 
MY ASSOCIATION?

ITS HARDSHIPS, 

REPRESENTED BY

A. M. Cachalia 

Chairman, 

British Indian Association

Colonial Office Records: Cd. 6940/13

• IndioJi Opinion^ 21-6-1913, published an extended version of the communi
cation. Lord Gladstone acknowledged it on June 17 and forwarded a copy 
to his Ministci-s. However, in reply to a telegram from Parsec Rustomjec on

behalf of the Zoroastrian Anjuman, the Governor-General informed him that he had given 
his assent to the Bill the previous week.
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