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Well being of the children spread across the length and breadth of the globe
is one of the most critical dimensions of human development. Covid-19
pandemic has the potential of thwarting the developmental efforts undertaken
by various governments for the development of children, specially those
who are under-privileged, and belonging to the indigenous communities,
tribals, etc.
Due to the spread of Covid-19 pandemic – children across the globe had
missed an opportunity of physically attending the schools and thus deprived
of the healthy environment of learning together. The under-priviledged
children who had free access to mid-day meal provided in the schools were
largely deprived of this joy in most places. Further lack of access to online
learning infrastructure by these under-priviledged children has made them
more vulnerable. As per a brief released by the UNICEF and ILO in June
2020, there is a risk of a huge number of children getting pushed into the
labour market as a result of Covid-19 crisis which could lead to a rise of
child labour significantly across the globe for the first time after a span of
20 years which has largely seen a decline, not only in India but throughout
the world.
Due to partial or total closure of economic activities during the Covid-19
pandemic, a large part of labour force had migrated from the urban areas to
their native rural villages accompanied by their children. This large scale
migration has not only disturbed their livelihood but has also acted on their
mental and physical health, especially on the children who are so vulnerable.
An assessment of their impact, if determined through available quantitative
and qualitative social sciences and behavioural techniques/methods would
not only give a clear picture of the extent of impact but also give us leads
as to how and where the future efforts of various governments and other
stakeholders could be directed to tackle the problem, especially the problem
of child labour.
Many countries including India affected by the Covid-19 pandemic have
been seriously planning and trying to ensure access to credit and other
social security apparatus, especially to the informal sector workers, so that
the poverty of parents accentuated by the Covid-19 pandemic does not stunt
the holistic growth of the children.
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Activities of National Resource Centre on Child Labour towards
Prevention and Elimination of Child Labour
Training Workshop on Identification,
Rescue, Release, and Rehabilitation of
Child Labour and Bonded Labour
The training workshop on Identification, Rescue,
Release, and Rehabilitation of Child Labour
and Bonded Labour was held during 28th to 30th
January 2020. The workshop aimed at developing
skills and knowledge for effective identification,
rescue, release, and timely rehabilitation of Child
Labour and Bonded Labour. The objectives of the
workshop were to enhance the understanding of the
participants on the standard operating procedures for
Identification, Rescue, Release, and timely
Rehabilitation of Child Labour and Bonded Labour;
roles and responsibilities of stakeholders, to develop
skills of resource mobilization and of convergence
of efforts and services to contribute towards
implementation of various child labour projects. The
participants were from Child Line, NCLP Workshop
Managers, SSA, CWC, Department of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj, Social Welfare
Department, Women and Child Development
Department. 49 participants participated in
the workshop and they were from the Districts
Gorakhpur and Shahjapur from Uttar Pradesh;
District Jalandhar from Punjab; District Panipat from
Haryana; District Malda from West Bengal; Districts
Jabalpur, Dhar and Barwani from Madhya Pradesh;
Districts Garhwa and pakur from Jharkhand; District
Durg from Chhattisgarh; Districts Nanded, Mumbai,
Gondia, Beed and Thane from Maharashtra; Districts
Nabrangpur and Jharsuguda from Odisha and District
Rangareddy from Telangana.

Education, Police (AHTU); Elected representatives
of Panchayati Raj Institutions; Workshop Managers,
and Project Directors of National Child Labour
Project. Participation was ensured from Bolangir,
Nuapada and Mayurbhanj, Ganjam, Koraput,
Kendujhar, Sundergarh, Deogarh, and other social
partners working in Brick-Kiln Sector and also from
other Districts of Odisha.
Issues such as prevention of child labour in supply
chains and in Brick-Kiln Sector were given specific
focus. Invisibility and highly ignored migrant
children moving with the families deprived of basic
facilities like ICDS, health, education, WASH etc.;
was discussed. Portability of services for migrant
workers at worksites and other interventions for
families and their children in brick-kilns in the context
of migration of families from three districts Bolangir,
Nuapada and Mayurbhanj to brick-kiln sites in greater
Bhubaneswar and to the brick-kiln sites in the states
of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh were deliberated
in detail. The workshop further deliberated on the
need for this policy change for the States like Odisha
which is one of the largest source area for migration
and highlighted the importance of engaging in policy
dialogue on portability and implementation of laws
and actions for migrant labourers.

State-level Training Workshop on
Prevention and Eradication of Child
Labour in Odisha
VVGNLI in collaboration with the State Labour
Institute, Odisha, has conducted a Training
Workshop on Prevention and Eradication of Child
Labour during 4th to 6th March 2020 for the multistakeholders. This was attended by members
and Chairpersons of Child Welfare Committees
(CWC), officials of Labour Department, Child
Protection Officers, Childline Officials of Women
and Child Development Department; Social Welfare,
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E-Training Programme on “Addressing
Issues relating to Child Labour during the
COVID-19 Pandemic

the impact of COVID-19 crisis on child labour, which
is reflected in the theme, ‘COVID-19: Protect children
from child labour, now more than ever!

E-Training Programme was designed against
the backdrop that any effort aimed towards the
elimination of child labour has to involve various
social partners and stakeholders, so that they can
contribute effectively for strengthening various
interventions innovatively aiming at ending the
labour exploitation of children. For carrying out
effective advocacy and action for the prevention and
elimination of child labour, it is necessary to enhance
the understanding in the context of climate change
and pushed and distress migration, gender and other
inequalities, and also the implications of COVID 19
on the issue of child labour. Participants were Civil
Society Partners, Project Society, Project Directors,
Voluntary Educational and vocational Instructors of
NCLP, Officials of Line Departments of the Central
and State Governments dealing with the issues of
Child Protection and Child Labour such as Labour,
CWC, Child Line, Child Protection Committees.

The COVID-19 health pandemic and the resulting
economic and labour market shock are having a
huge impact on people’s lives and livelihoods.
Unfortunately, children are often the first to suffer.
The crisis can push millions of vulnerable children
into child labour. Governments around the world are
taking wide-ranging actions to contain and mitigate
the pandemic. Building on best practices, the right
policy choices, and quick action to implement them,
a better future can be built for our children.

COVID-19: Protect children from child
labour, now more than ever! Jointly
organized by MOLE/VVGNLI ILO DWT/CO
India and KSF
The ILO launched the first World Day Against Child
Labour in 2002 as a way to highlight the plight of these
children. The day, which is observed on June 12th,
is intended to serve as a catalyst for the worldwide
movement against child labour, reflected in the huge
number of ratifications of ILO Convention No. 182 on
the worst forms of child labour and ILO Convention
No. 138 on the minimum age for employment.
The World Day Against Child Labour provides an
opportunity to gain further support of the Government,
ILO social partners, civil society and others, including
schools, youth and women’s groups as well as the
media, in the campaign against child labour. This year,
the World Day Against Child Labour 2020 focuses on

CHILD HOPE

In India, the Ministry of Labour and Employment,
Government of India along with VVGNLI, ILO and
KSCF has jointly organized the WDACL 2020 on the
global theme with the message to protect all children
in or at risk of child labour and to ensure that they
are a priority in the COVID-19 response on 12th June
2020. The objective was to call upon all the partners
to join efforts and to reiterate the commitment to
prioritize the following recommendations that have
proven to be effective for fighting child labour,
protect workers and their families and provide
livelihood support, Strengthen social protection for
all, provide quality public education for all, enhance
partnerships and integrated approach for elimination
of child labour. The webinar was inaugurated by
Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Hon’ble Minister for
Labour & Employment (I/C). Shri Kailash Satyarthi,
Nobel Peace Laureate, addressed the participants.
Shri Heeralal Samariya, Secretary, MoLE, GoI,
presided over the inaugural session. Dagmar Walter,
Director, ILO India, Ms. Kalpana Rajsinghot, Joint
Secretary, MoLE, and Dr. H. Srinivas, DG, VVGNLI
also addressed the participants during the Inaugural
Session of the Webinar.
There were two technical sessions on the theme
“COVID-19: Protect Children from Child Labour
– Across Sectors” and on “A Dialogue on Barriers
and Solutions in Accessing the Rehabilitation
Programmes. The Resource Persons for the Technical
Sessions were from the Central and the State
Government, NCPCR, Employers’ Organization,
Workers’ Organization, VVGNLI Faculty, and
NALSAR. Agenda and the Link were placed on the
VVGNLI Website and also communicated to various
Stakeholders and Social Partners.
3
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Online Training Programme on “Focusing
on Pockets Concentration in addressing
Child Labour Issues during the COVID-19
Pandemic
The On-Training Programme on “Focusing on Pockets
Concentration in addressing Child Labour Issues
during the COVID-19 Pandemic was conducted
during 18th and 19th June, 2020. The broad objective
of the training programme was to enhance the
capabilities of the multi-stakeholders in addressing
the issue of child labour in the areas of concentration
with the understanding on the implications and
consequences of the ongoing pandemic for children
of the poor. The aspects discussed in various sessions
with focus on the hotspots of child labour include
the sector-specific roles and responsibilities of
Stakeholders in reducing vulnerability to Child
Labour and shaping well-being of children;
understand the gender dimensions of child labour;
and locating, identifying the linkages of climate
change and child labour. Participants were from State
and non-state organizations, Project Staff, and others
dealing with the issues of Child Protection and Child
Labour interested in prevention and elimination of
child labour and research scholars.

E-Training
Programme
on
“Rural
Industrialization for Addressing Issues
relating to Child Labour during the COVID19 Pandemic
E-Training Programme on “Rural Industrialization
for Addressing Issues relating to Child Labour during
the COVID-19 Pandemic Addressing Issues relating
to Child Labour during the COVID-19 Pandemic was
Visit us at : www.vvgnli.gov.in
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conducted on 25th and 26th June, 2020. The objectives
were to develop understanding on the implications and
consequences of the ongoing pandemic for children
of the poor; sector-specific roles and responsibilities
of Stakeholders in reducing vulnerability to Child
Labour and shaping well-being of children; understand
the gender dimensions of child labour; locating,
identifying the linkages of climate change and child
labour. Participants were Civil Society Partners,
Members from Project Society, Project Directors,
Voluntary Educational and Vocational Instructors,
and Workshop Managers of NCLP, Officials of Line
Departments of the Central and State Governments
dealing with the issues of Child Protection and
Child Labour such as Labour, Police (Anti -Human
Trafficking Units, Traffic Police, Railway Police,
Missing Children Unit, Special Juvenile Police Unit
(SJPU)), Women and Child Development (CWC,
Child Line, District Child Protection Unit (DCPU)
Child Protection Committees (CPCs), Department
of Social Welfare, Tribal Development, Rural
Development, Social Welfare, Health Department,
Social Justice and Empowerment, Education (Basic
Shiksha Adhikari(BSA)/District Education Officers,
SSA, Primary Education, Secondary Education,
School Management Committees (SMCs)) Self-Help
Groups (SHGs), Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)
and others interested in Prevention and Elimination of
Child Labour.

Technical Support to NCLP during COVID19 Lock-down Period
Dr. Helen R. Sekar, Senior Fellow, has been providing
technical support to different NCLP districts across the
country as and when required for reaching out relief
and other assistance by imparting guidance to the
multi-stakeholders thereby enabling NCLP districts to
identify, locate, escort child labour and reaching out
relief materials to the child labour families and to the
families of the NCLP STC children.
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Events of National Child Labour Projects from
different Districts of the Country
National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Raichur, Karnataka

Identification and Rescuing Child Labour

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Jalandhar, Punjab

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
Awareness Generation Programmes on Child Labour jointly organisied by National Child Labour
Project, Sri Krishna Institute of Engineering Technology and City Police Coimbatore
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National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Erode, Tamil Nadu

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu

District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee Meeting
at NCLP Kanchipuram District

Awareness Generation on Coronavirus to NCLP STC
Children

Teaching and Learning Materials Issued to STC Children

COVID – 19 Pledge taken by District Government Officials and STC Children

Visit us at : www.vvgnli.gov.in
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COVID – 19 Special Medical Checkup

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Vellore, Tamil Nadu

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Virudhnagar, Tamil Nadu
Virudhunagar District celebrated “Anti child Labour
day”. District Collector Shri R. Kannan, started the
Signature Campaign and District Collector/DM
and Government staffs took an Oath “Say No to
Child Labour”.Virudhunagar DC/DM started the
Awareness Floating Vehicle by waving the flag. DC/
DM gave Demand Draft of Rs.6000/- to five NCLP
students to continue their higher studies. They also
pasted the stickers “stop child labour” in Government
vehicles and Autos to create awareness. Masks were
distributed to the public.

National Child Labour Project (NCLP),
Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu
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National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Salem, Tamil Nadu

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Khammam, Telangana

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Mahbubnagar, Telangana

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
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National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Damoh, Madhya Pradesh

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu
Anti Child Labour Day Programme- 2020
Every year 12th June is celebrated as Anti Child
Labour Day. In lieu of Anti Chid Labour Day various
awareness programmes, joint raids and oath taking
have been conducted in the District as follows:
Oath Taking : At 11 a.m. in the Collectorate
Campus, all staff of the Collectorate, assembled and
took the Anti Child Labour Day Oath.
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Staff working in RMKV, Saravana Stores, APR
Agencies, Atlas Metals and Madura Coats had
taken Anti child Labour Day Oath with officials of
National Child Labour Project and Industrial Safety
and Health Department.
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Joint Raids:
Every year 12th June has been celebrated as Anti Child
Labour Day, the main objective of the day is to create
mass awareness among the Society for eradication
of child labour. Joint Raids have been conducted all
over the District by District Task Force containing
officials from Labour Department, Industrial Safety
and Health Department, Education Department,
Social Welfare Department and Child Line. During
raids, declaration has been obtained from “Not to
engage Child Labour” and awareness stickers have
also been pasted.

National Child Labour Project (NCLP), Purba Medinipur, West Bengal
Success Stories




Surajeet Maity, a boy with 16 years of age
resides in Demari under Sahid Matangini block,
Tamluk Sub-division. His father works in
construction area and gets a little wage in daily
basis which is insufficient for maintaining their
domestic expenses, in this poor situation he used
to work in “Jori” industry to support his family
economically but he dropped out from school
and eventually isolated from his study. Surajeet
was identified as a child labour and rescued by
the educational instructor of Sahid Matangini
NCLP Special Training Center in 2011 at the
age of 9 years in order to bring him into the
education system. After receiving 2 years of
bridge course at Sahid Matangini NCLP STC,
Surajeet has been mainstreamed to Demari High
School. He is currently studying in calss X at
Demari High School.
Rumpa Jana, an 18 years aged girl from
Kaktia village area worked as a child labour in
fan factory as her parents were unemployed.
She was identified and taken for a counseling
session done by educational instructor of Sahid
Matangini NCLP Special Training Center;
initially she had not been removed from work as
she was the only earning member in her family.
However she was gradually removed from work
after her parents got employment and finally
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rehabilitated to Demari Valika Vidyalaya. She is
studying in class XII, a candidate of HS 2020.


‘A girl could become jewel if she gets education
with proper care’- The statement could be
appropriate in case of Tuhina Khatun, living
at Nar Dristripat village area, Chandipur block,
Tamluk Sub-division. She worked with her father
who was a rickshaw-van puller for carrying
construction materials and also worked with her
mother who was an agricultural wage labour, at
that time she was a drop out from school and
completely separated from education system.
Every NCLP STC conducts various awareness
programs at grass root level periodically by
organizing meeting with community members,
street play, procession etc. in order to generate
the awareness against child labour. Parents of
Tuhina got influenced by these programmes
and realized the negative impact of child labour
which restricts the overall development of a child.
As per the suggestion of educational instructor
they admitted her to Nar Dristipat NCLP Special
Training Center for bringing her back in education
system. She passed Secondary Exam (10th) with
69% of marks followed by 78% in HS with BioScience. After the completion of HS, she took
admission in Vidyasagar State General Hospital
and successfully completed nursing course in the
year of 2018. She is now working as an ANM at
Jhargram Super Specialty Hospital.
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